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of all, is complex. He is no two dimensional figure,
but a complete rounded portrait, who can be viewed
variously as a snob, a prig, a bore or a tragic personage.
Furthermore, he illustrates the truth that over-sincerity
cuts a man off from ordinary lawful pleasures, just
as Argan's conviction that he is ill makes it impossible
for him to enjoy life.

Moliere set the fashion for French comic writers
after him, but his influence extended far beyond his
own country. As a dramatist he ranks next to Shakes-
peare. Accuracy of observation, sincerity of purpose,
facility of style, abundance of wit, deep humanity and
solid good sense were his greatest gifts. He wrote
for his own age, but his appeal is universal.